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The Society has had a busy and successful year. The year started with a slight ‘hangover’ from 2023 in respect of the move from the old Charity to the new one. There have been a few very minor ‘hiccups’ along the way, but with expert advice from Dave Conatty these have been covered off.

COMMITTEE - Although the Society is still without a Chairman, your committee continues to do an excellent job running the Society any my personal thanks go to all the committee members:
 
· Les Chesson – Treasurer
· Jenny Wooding - Secretary and soon to be taking on the added responsibility of the role of Programme Secretary
· Richard Lee - The Newsletter & Society Publications
· Mike Allen - IT Guru, and his continuing work to digitize our vast collection of Historical images
· Nick Alexander - Education Officer
· Mabel Hamnett - Organising our Programme (and booking some excellent speakers)
· Chris Ruge-Cope - Our Librarian and Membership Officer

· Chris Daneski – stands down as Membership Secretary

Whilst on the subject of changes in personnel, I would like to welcome Sheldon Kosky, the new Museum Curator and Dave Wilson the new Museum Co-Ordinator.  There will be more on this later.

The Society has had some excellent lectures over the past year, including A walk through South Mimms by the Society’s Mike Allen; The Old Palace of Hatfield by Dermot Burke, ‘A Schoolgirls’ War by retired headteacher Mary Smith and Nick Higham’s excellent history of the trials and tribulations of the River Thames.

I would like to thank Mabel Hamnett for all her hard work in sourcing the speakers and lecturers for us to enjoy.  

We are expanding the Society’s presence within the local community and are involved in a ‘local History’ month in conjunction with the Potters Bar Library, driven by their manger Liz Webb.  The Society organised local history walks and Illustrated talks within the library last year and, due to the success, it is being repeated this year.

Both regular and visitor memberships were up on last year:

2024 - 366 members/82 visitors
2025 - 422 Members/92 visitors

There has been a year on year increase since we returned from the Covid pandemic and, with so many local groups and organisations struggling to attract new members, it is an excellent advert for the Society.

Before concluding, I would like to thank the unsung heroes whose help is invaluable in the day to day running of the Society and the evening meetings and who make my job a little easier:

· Alastair Maclean - The man at the ‘Mixing’ desk!
· The Tea Ladies
· The Museum Volunteers

Dave Jones 



