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         Registered Charity No. 1200797
              Minutes of 64th Annual General Meeting held United Reform Church, Potters                                                   B                                   Bar.7.30pm Monday 19th May 2025          
                   Welcome given to all attendees by David Jones.
1. Chairman’s Report
The Society has had both a busy and successful year which started from 2023 with a 

move from the old Charity to the new one with very few minor ‘hiccups’ along the way. These were covered with expert advice from Dave Connatty.

Although the Society is still without a chairman, your committee continues to do an excellent job running the Society. Dave Jones gave his personal thanks to all the committee members: -
Committee

Les Chesson- Treasurer

Jenny Wooding- Secretary and soon to be taking on the added responsibility of the role of Programme Secretary.

Richard Lee- The Newsletter and Society Publications

Mike Allen- IT Guru and his continuing work to digitise our vast collection of Historical Images.

Nick Alexander- Education Officer

Mabel Hammett- Organising our Programme (booking some excellent speakers)-

Chris Ruge-Cope- Librarian and Membership Secretary

Chris Daneski stands down as Membership Secretary

Whilst about changes in personal I would like to welcome Sheldon Kosky, the new Museum Curator and Dave Wilson the new Museum Co-Ordinator.
The Society has had some excellent lectures over the past year, including A walk through South Mimms by the Society’s Mike Allen, The Old Palace of Hatfield by Dermot Burke. ‘A Schoolgirls’ War by retired headteacher Mary Smith and Nick Higham’s excellent history of the trials and tribulations of the River Thames.

A thankyou was given to Mabel Hammett for all her hard work in soucing the speakers and lecturers for us to enjoy.

We are expanding the Society’s presence within the local community and are involved in a ‘local history’ month in conjunction with the Potters Bar Library, driven by their manager Liz Webb. The Society organised local history walks and illustrated talks within the library last year and due to the success, it is being repeated this year.
Both regular and visitor memberships were up on last year;

2024-366 members/82 visitors

2025-422 members/92 visitors

There has been a year-on-year increase since we returned from the Covid pandemic. With so many local groups and organisations struggling to attract new members, it is an excellent advert for the Society.

A thankyou was expressed to the unsung heroes whose help is invaluable in the day to day running of the Society and the evening meetings.

Alastair Maclean- The man at the ‘Mixing’ desk
The tea ladies

The Museum Volunteers

2. Apologies.

None

3. Treasurer’s Report
Les Chesson gave his report. Since the Society restarted after ‘lockdown’ figures have improved both with visits to the website and funds have increased. The Museum does not have much income except the core funding from Hertsmere Borough Council. Expenses are less than previous years so there is a surplus over costs. Money was accrued over ‘lockdown’ as nothing was spent plus the core funding. The society surplus was £682 last year since not many outgoings the previous year. Some money was spent on the wallboards which Nick takes on his talks. Money was spent also on IT equipment in order for the speakers to give a better presentation which has improved from last year. A reminder was given to attendees to pay membership fees if not already paid. Membership is approximately 80 which hopefully will increase next year. A query was raised if publications stock should show as assets? This is a question to be discussed during the next committee meeting.
4. Museum Report
Arnold retired as Curator in 2024. Dave Connatty gave a thank you to all volunteers. There were 900 visitors compared to 657 last year even though a number of Saturday openings were lost due to Wyllyotts closures. Theren were 5 group visits including cubs and school visits. The year started with an Art Deco exhibition followed by ‘They Lived Here’ which was re-used from a previous time.  The new exhibition about WW2 was accompanied by a new   booklet which went on sale for £4. Activities included rationalizing the telephone collection of which there are some 120 telephones. This was done by Mabel Hammett, Jenny Wooding, Martin Dodds. Nick Alexander reviewed the map collection. Dave Connatty worked on the accreditation process with Arts Council England starting February 2024 and completed July 2024 including queries in the process. Sheldon Kosky is rationalizing the Museum Collections. More funding is required to update displays. Dave Wilson is starting a campaign to publicise both the Museum and Society in the Potters Bar Community News and Potters Bar Eye.
5. Election to Committee
David Jones stood as new Chairman

Sheldon Kosky as new Curator

Jenny Wooding as Programme Secretary

All proposed and seconded, motion carried.

      6.Any other Business
         Anthony Henn of the Dutch Nursery suggested displaying a banner to 

         promote the Museum.

         Nick Alexander visits the local primary schools showing slides and 

         gives talks on the subject of growing up in Potters Bar. He also speaks 

         at the library with Dave Connatty. The talks can easily be adapted for

         an adult audience and asks attendees if anyone interested to let him know.

         A query was raised regarding Nick giving a talk at one of the monthly 

         meetings of the Historical Society. He confirmed this could be done if

         there is a gap in next year’s programme.

